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Safe House, produced by leading independent production company Eleventh Hour Films, returns to
ITV with anall new cast and crime story.

The series stars internationally renownedBritish actor Stephen Moyer (True Blood, The Bastard
Executioner, Shots Fired) as charismatic yet impulsive ex-police officer Tom Brook who runs this
season's police safe house, which stands at the edge of the sea on the rugged coastline of Anglesey, a
wild and beautiful sanctuary.

Stephenis joined by actress Zoé Tapper (Mr Selfridge, Lewis) as his partner Sam. The drama has been
written by Ed Whitmore (CSI, He Kills Coppers) and Tracey Malone (Born to Kill, Rillington Place) and
directed by Marc Evans (Safe House S1, Collision).

Tom and Sam’s world is turned upside down when news of a shocking crime breaks. Years previously
Tom investigated a series of abductions perpetrated by an assailant known as 'The Crow’, who took
wives away from their husbands as they helplessly watched.

On hearing breaking news of a crime bearing the same hallmarks Tom heads to the crimescene,
revealing to the police that, terrifyingly, he believes the Crow is active again.

The 4 x60’ series also stars DervlaKirwan, (Injustice, Blackout), Jason Watkins (Taboo, The Lost

Honour of Christopher Jefferies), Sunetra Sarker (Ackley Bridge, Casualty), Ashley Walters (Cuffs, Top
Boy), Sacha Parkinson (Mr Selfridge, The Driver) and Joel MacCormack (Wolf Hall).
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Eleventh Hour Films Creative Director Paula Cuddy (Strike Back, Wallander) is the Executive
Producer alongside company founder and Chief Executive Jill Green (New Blood, Collision). Andrew
Benson (Strike Back, Prime Suspect) has produced the new season.

ITV’s Controller of Drama Victoria Fea commissioned this second series.

“We're delighted to be returning with a brand new series of Safe House with Eleventh Hour Films,”

said Victoria. “The formatlends itself beautifully to creating a suspenseful dramawitha new set of
characters in a new safe house. As always Ed and Tracey’s scripts are gripping and compelling with

twists and turns that shock and take you by surprise.”

Jill Green at Eleventh Hour Films: “It’s brilliant to have enticed Stephen Moyer back to the UK for a
completely new Safe House and thrilling story, proving the power of the brand.”

All3media International is the intemational distributor of Safe House, and will sellthe show
globally.



Cast interviews

Q&A with Stephen Moyer - Tom Brook

Q: What did you like about Safe House?

“Tom Brook on the surface is a solid, confident, happy man. Butthere is something lurking under the
surface from his pastthat he has managed to hide. Having been a police officer, he’s now helpingto
run a safe house and has re-invented a new lifefor himself. That’s as close as he’s getting to police
work. He and his partner are also running a little sailing school and that’s paying the bills.

“But he’s almost like a sleeper agent. He’s living his life and he’s fine. Then he catches a piece of news
that brings something from his past backinto his life. It’s almostlike he’s been switched back on and
he cannot stop himself from becomingactiveand alive again.

“I'was really drawn to the idea that we have ghosts in our machinery. That we think we aresomehow
cured from. And yet along comes something that changes perception.”

Q: Tom is described as handsome, charming, impulsive and capable. Do you agree that most men
would love to be described as capable?

“I'don’t think as a young man | would ever have wanted to be called capable. | would like to have been

impetuous, wild and free, with a little dash of the other three! But, yes, as I've got older | think that’s
a quality to be admired.
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Q&A with Stephen Moyer continued:

“Tom gets himselfinto scrapes. We’vetried to make him a slightly more thinking man as opposed
toan impetuous one. He’s a little bit more studied.”

“I lived on a boat for seven years in Little Venice in London. Although obviously thatwasnot a
sailing boat. My one bit of sailing experience prior to this was in Italyin 2008 where | went out to
seaina catamaran with mytwo older kids, got caught in a galeand had to be rescued.

“Everybody who was out that day, even the experienced sailors, werejust all over the place. | was
trying to get back to the shore and got caught in this thing. The kids weresmilingand laughing
and thinking | was totallyin control. But actually wewerecareering out to sea.

“A speedboat was ferrying all the stragglers back and they came and rescued us. We then had a
50mph ride backto shore inthe wind with all of us leaning on the side. The kids don’t remember
anything about it. They don’t even remember getting on the boat. I'm quite glad they don’t
remember this genius bit of parenting.”

“Our director Marc Evans directs films so the opening sequence is not what you'd expect to see
on a TV show. It’s like a film. | couldn’t believe what we did. | had a couple of sailing lessons, they
put me in the boat with Zoé Tapper, who plays my partner Sam, and they set us loose... a drone
followed us and filmed us as we sailed out to sea.

“I'still pinch myself sometimes because what | get to do for my life, for my job, is such a privilege.
And there are moments when you rise above yourselfand look down and go, ‘Il can’t believe | get
todo this. We were in this beautiful 1920’s wooden sailing boat. That opening sequenceis
incredible.”

“Water has followed me around allmy career. | had to fight underwaterin full armour in Prince
Valiant and dive into a sewage infested seain The Lord of Misrule. In Waking The Dead | played a
murderer who was obsessed with water. There’s a lot of water. Soit was no surprise toseeitin
Safe House.

“The weather also behaved during filming. We had about four days of rainin nine weeks. That’s
not bad. We had a lot of bright sunshine both in Liverpool and Anglesey. Pretty breathtaking.”
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Cast interviews

Q&A with Stephen Moyer continued:

Q: Safe House was filmed in Liverpool, Manchester and Wales, including Anglesey. Do you have
a particular past history with Wales?

“We filmed The Bastard Executioner in Wales in 2015. And 20 years ago my very firstfeature film
was the one | mentioned earlier, Prince Valiant with Katherine Heigl,Joanna Lumley and Edward
Fox. | was playing the lead and stayingin a little cottage in Anglesey. So it was really lovely to be
back there. It’s stunning.

“When | went backto Wales in 2015, my wife Anna and | moved the family into this cottageina
beautiful little village called Cowbridge. We brought my dogs Daveand Banjo over. We just had
this extraordinary summer and fell in love with Wales. | can guarantee if that show had gone again
we would have bought a cottage there. Because the people arejust lovely. Sothe factwe were
doing the second part of this shoot in Wales made me very happy. My dogs have also been here
again for Safe House, they speak fluentWelsh now.”

Q: What did you make of the location for the safe house?

“It's prettyamazing. It’s been in the real owners’ family for about 110 years.It’s a foreboding
place. Butit doesn’t feel like thatwhen you're inside. It has an almost 270 degree view because
it’s out on this promontory and has its own cove. Anna asked me what | wanted for my birthday
and| said, ‘l want my own cove. Why haven’t | got one?!"”

Q: You’ve mentioned your actress wife Anna Paquin, who co-starred with you in True Blood.
Was she able to come over to the UK during filming of Safe House?

“Sadly not. She has been busy being a Mum for the last few years after the birth of our twins but
went backtoworkin 2016. We never intended to both be working at the same time. Butl'd
already said yes to this role. And then she got two roles, which she really couldn’t turn down,
backto backin Canada. Soljustsaidto her, ‘There’s no way you’re not doing them. It’s

nm

complicated but they are both great parts. We'll work it out and it’ll be fine.

Q: Safe House comes after huge successin America as Bill Compton in True Blood. But when
you are working over there do you vanish from the radar of UK producers and casting directors?

“I don't know if that is the case, but it certainly feels like it! Out of sight out of mind very much
seems to be the case. I've been very busy and continually doing stuffin the US, but I’'m always
looking for things in the UK.

“I'd worked with Jill Green and Eve Gutierrez of Eleventh Hour Films 15 years ago. We've looked to
work together again a number of times. So every time they got somethinginteresting over the
years, they have sent it to me. There are a couple of timeswhere we’ve almost collaborated but
it's not worked out. And then Safe House came up.”
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Q&A with Stephen Moyer continued:

“We do, yes. It’s a really strangething. When | get to London | put my feet up on the coffee table, |
make a cup of tea and | feel like I've finally arrived home. And then when | get backto America |
put myfeet up and make a cup of coffee and | feel at home. It’s so strange, | never knew | could
feel athome in both places. But whatl’ve learnediis, | drink tea in London and | drink coffeein
America. That Sociology A-level didn’t go for nothing.”

“It's really interesting. You find it in America too. Sunetra Sarker (DCl Jane Burr), Ashley Walters
(John Channing) and myselfwereall standing outside having a coffeein Liverpool. Somebody
walks past who doesn’t know who all three of us are. Hasno clue. And then somebody else will
come past and will know Sunetrafrom Strictly Come Dancing. Not from Casualty. Or somebody
knows Ashley from Hustle. Not from Top Boy.

“I had an incident the other day where somebody had just seen my Waking The Dead appearance
from 2005, saw me in a restaurant and was freaked out. They thought | was a killer or something.
They couldn’t remember how or where they had seen me but they reacted to me likel was going
to kill their puppy. Then you’ll have somebody walk past and can’t believe Bill from True Blood is
sitting in a cafe in Anglesey.

“Soitreallyis dependent on people’s watching patterns. It’s all about viewer habits. It becomes
about what people watch and know you for. Sometimes you’ll have a day where you're
completely unrecognised and then another day where every single person recognisesyou. It’s
absolutely random. If | gointo a room of True Blood fans it’s amazing. You'd be mauled. But ifl go
into a room where nobody has got Sky or HBO then they probably haven’t seenit. It’s that simple.

“Iwent out for dinnerin Los Angeles with a friend and sitting at the table next to us were a rabid
bunch of True Blood fans. It was lovely because they just couldn’t believe it. And the table next to
them are like, “‘Who the hell is that?’they had noidea.”

“Yes. Anna and | are very private with the babies and my older kids. When True Blood was
massive and stillon the air, it was kind of nuts. People would come up to us in supermarkets or
coffee shops, or wherever all the time. We're fine with it as long as they don’t take pictures of the
kids. Because they haven’t chosen this life. I'll quite happily take as many pictures as people need.
But not with the kids. It’s just as simple as that really.”

“I'miss it. When | go home | absolutely love it. | just don’t get to do it often enough. When people
askme what I miss about the UK, | always say winding country lanes. Because everything ison a
grid system in America. You just drive straight and then you turn left or right.
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Q&A with Stephen Moyer continued:

“I'miss Essex country lanes and the greenery and all my boys down the pub in Herongate, where
I’'m from. It’s really great to get back when | get the opportunity. | get very defensive of Essex.
There are so many beautiful villages and places to visit and the people rock.”

“Jason Watkins, who plays Simon Duke, is an old friend of mine so | wasreally chuffed to be
working with him. Wewere two old vampires together.Jason in Being Human and me in True
Blood. We laughed a lot.

“We’ve stayed in touch a little bit over the years, even though I've been away. But we've never
actually got to work together. We had just such a lovely time. He is exceptional. It wasan
extraordinary cast rightacrossthe board. There wasn’t a weak link in this show.”

“It comes down to creativity. In television, because it’s a small box in the corner of the room -
although less small nowadays, you usually cut to close ups of people. To see the expression on
theirfaces you gotoa tight close up as opposed to a wide. But in the cinema it’s different. You're
using big wide shots because the imageis much bigger and people arewatchingitina cinema.

“And what Marc Evans tends to do is he gives the television audience the benefit of the doubt. He
likes to think audiences are cinemasavvy, that the more filmic option is always more interesting.
Marc tries to paint a picture of emotion as opposed to always cutting to the obvious.

“It was great for me because | love that kind of film making. Tofeellike | wasin somebody’s hands
who was making the kind of decisions I'd like to think | would make in that situation. When you
get somebody like Marc you are trusting his vision. | think we did some really beautiful stuff.”

“It was utterly terrifying. I'mvery proud of it in that we were the firstones to doit. The first time
anything like that had been attemptedin 60 years, since Mary Martin did the famous Peter Pan
Live. It has set the benchmark for what followed. It was quitean experience.

“We got into the studio after four weeks of rehearsaland it waslike an aircraft hangar with five
different sets. Camerasmovingin and out of sets. It was really ambitious. By the timewe set the
show with the cameraswe actually only got one real run at it. So then on that one performance
you’re doing the tech, dress, final rehearsal, first performance, premiere and last performance all
in one performance. Terrifying.

“But it got anaudience of 23 million people who watched it liveand nobody has touched those
numbers since. Are there things|’d change about the performance? Yeah, for sure because it’s
that first preview, your press night and last night all at the same time. It was an amazing
experience. | was talking about it with my daughterjust yesterday because she absolutely loved it.
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Q&A with Stephen Moyer continued:

“Radiohead did a snap gig for Haiti about seven years ago. They were in the studio at the time.
They hadn’t played live for a while. But they did this one-off gig, playing to about a thousand
people at The Music Box in Hollywood. It was just amazing because they were fallible, making
mistakes and laughingabout it. But therewasa complete freshnesstoit. You didn’t know what
was going to come next. It’s one of my favourite ever gigs.

“And yes, we had a mistake on that Sound Of Music Live! night. A wonderful actor froze. it
happens, but we pulled through. We’re all small cogsin a giant wheel. There’s no individuals at
that point. It’s a machine.

“Funnily enough when | was doing Chicago at the Hollywood Bowl, I'd been very nervous on the
first night. The first time on stagein 18 years. Then on the second night | remember this particular
scene with Ashlee Simpson when | had this wave of euphoria.

“I was standing there going, ‘Oh, thisis what it feels like! Thisis fantastic. This is what you felt
when you were a kid, when you first started doing this. It's amazing” And as | came out of it | was
looking at Ashlee Simpson thinking, ‘I wonder why she’s not speaking? Then | suddenly realised. |
don’t know how long I'd been standing there looking at her feeling this feeling. But it was my line.
| hadn’t evendried. | had just stopped in this moment. But, of course, I'd also stopped talking.
Then | went straight back to being terrified again. Which | think is probably a positive thing.”

“I went through a period of crippling stage fright after | did a production of Romeo and Julietin
1995, hence 18 years off stage. | was not looking after myself very well let’s put it that way. We
were partying very hard and | didn’t credit what was happening on stage with perhaps the after-
hours behaviour. Instead | kind of imploded.

“I should have ploughed on and used it.

“I didn’t heed any of my own advice. When | was much younger teachingkids | always talked
about the fact that often some of the greatest things that happen on stage or in rehearsal happen
out of a mistake. Or happen because of something not working and making you push through. If
something doesn’t workin a rehearsal it doesn’tmean you have made a mistake. You can actually
go, ‘Well that didn’t work so what was the feeling | was going through when that didn’t work? Or
maybe | didn’t go at it hard enough?

“Sothat phraseis just something | try to keep in the back of my mind. To not go for the safe bet.”
“Forme, when I'm directingthere is no failure. Nothingis a failure. It’s alla path to something

else. ltryto make it a safe placewhere you can do anything. My favourite actorsin the world
have always been the people who aren’t afraid of how ridiculous they can sometimes look.”
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Q&A with Stephen Moyer continued:

“For me along the way; it’s always been trying to satisfy some need, someartistic desire to

produce stuff. As a photographer | find it very difficult to go through the day without seeing shots
or aninteresting lineor lyric coming to me or humming a tune. And it’s not actually necessarily

for anyone. It’s not necessarily for public consumption. It’s just how I've always been. So | just
quite happily bumble through my life taking photos and writing little bitsand pieces and humming
tomyself. I’'m sure | look quite mad.

“Ihad started doing a lot of direction with True Blood and my eldestson said to me, ‘Do you think
you’ll only direct now?’ And | said, ‘If that was something| felt | wasable to just decide, then the
answer mightpossibly be yes. But acting is vocational’

“Acting chooses you. You can’t just not doit. It’'s a very strange thing. | viscerally miss it when I’'m
away. And obviously acting pays the bills. And whenever | do theatre it’s the actual rehearsal
process | love. It’s being in a rehearsal room and playing. It’s just the simplicity.

“What | get out of it is this creative flow which just fills you up somehow.

“There’s this old exerciseyou do at drama school whereyou throw a ball backand forward. And
in order to do a scene, somebody has got to be catching the ball. Soif | throw a ball, somebody
has to catchit. And then they throw it back to you and you catchiit. It all sounds very pretentious
put like that, but reallyall acting is in the end, is playing catch.”



Cast Interviews

Q&A with Zoé Tapper - Sam Stenham

Q: Why did you want to be involved in Safe House?

“It was my first job since having my second child and it felt likea good time to come back to
television. Safe House is different from anything I’'ve done before. | had been playing some quite
psychologically torn, damaged and tragic heroines. While Samis very strong, bold and self-possessed.

“I'liked the relationship she had with her partner Tom (Stephen Moyer) in the story and felt she
represented a strong core to what was also a very interesting psychological thriller. It was something
exciting and going to stretch me in a different way than | had been stretched before.”

Q: Whois Sam Stenham?

“Sam and Tom are partners. You very much get the sense they are equalin all areas in life. They have
decidedtoset up a life for themselvesin a remote placein North Wales. Sam has inherited a
beautiful big imposing house thatlooks out across the sea. They rear chickens, run sailing holidays
and are very outdoorsy. They go out on the open water together, clearly love each other and work
well together. They seemto be very self-contained.

“Sam is a real anchor for Tom. He has a past, which troubles him still. She doesn’t know the full

extent of it. But when they are together they are happy and contented with this lifestyle they have
chosen.”



Q&A with Zoé Tapper continued:

“Inthe very first scripts | read we were supposed to be riding horses, galloping along the beach
with hair blowing in the wind. I hadn’t had that much experience on a horse before so | ended up
taking horse riding lessonsto train myselffor it.

“Until we actually arrived on location to see this beautiful house in anincredible landscape and
realised horses were not going to be right for this setting. It had to be somethingto do with the
sea and water. So quite rightly they changed it to sailing. Which is also something | hadn’t really
had any experience of before.

“We were very lucky with the weather. That particularlocation isvery exposed so when it’'s windy
it blows a gale. But fortunately the day we wentout sailingit was beautiful weather and the sea
was calm.

“We had a lesson with a local boat owner who gave us the basicsand we wereout in the water
with him in the boat for a while. But for filming they just wanted Stephen and | on the boat sailing
inthe open water with these magnificent shots of us from above. Two people in the centre of
theirown world sailing out to sea.

“I'wasn’t convinced we could do it but everyone was quite happy to send us both off. And we did
have a great time sailingaround on our own. It was idyllic.

“Iloved it because it was a beautiful day and the water was calm. But I’'m not sure I'd be very
good if the conditions were any choppier than that. The wonderful thing about our job is you
often get these experiences that otherwise you might not get to do.”

“Stephenis such a team player with a realintensity to him that was ideal for thisdrama. He has a
brilliant work ethic and is a lovely man to be around. He lives in America so he brought his two
dogs with him and would take them out running along the beach at lunchtime. Stephen was great
towork with and very strong in this role.”

“When I first travelled to the location | arrived at nighton the train and got a taxi from the station
tothe cottage inthe villagewherel was staying. It was pitch black so | couldn't see anything and |
went to bed. Then when | woke up in the morning and opened the curtains | suddenly saw this
incredible landscapestretching out for miles.

“I had never beenthere before. It reallyis spectacular. | totally fellin love with that part of Wales.

Beautiful little bays, gorgeous sandy beaches - on a sunny, hot, bright day you felt you could have
been anywhere in the Mediterranean.
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Q&A with Zoé Tapper continued:

“The house stands out in that community. A great big imposing stone house right on the rocks
looking out across the sea. People inthe village call it the spooky house and there are ghost
stories about it. If you were alone in the house on a dark night with the wind blowing a gale
outside, it would be genuinely quite eerie to be there.

“But it also has the most incredible viewslooking out acrossthe sea. We had two weeks there
and were so lucky with the weather. | loved the house. It was majestic and perfect for this drama.
Being in the house when it was pouring with rain outside and the waves were crashing against the
rocks was also brilliant.

“We had the range of weather we needed, which doesn’t always happen. It’s great sometimes to
have very blustery, windy weather when things are getting a little bit dark, brooding and
mysterious. There were lots of scenes where we were outside at nightand it was dark with the
trees swayingand waves crashing against the shore. It was very atmospheric.

“The other half of the job was filmed in Liverpool. A fantastic city. | had filmed there before and
loved going back. It’s a special place.”

“There is aninfamous and particularly chilling crime whichoccurred years previously and we
believe the man responsiblewascaughtand is behind bars. But then there is a copycat crime.

“I’'m not very good with anything horror-inspired and this is a very spooky story. Once people are
inside our safe house you do start to question who you can trust. You're in a place were you are
supposed to be safe. But are you?

“The way the drama is shot uses some of the rooms up in the attic at one point with long
corridors. You're not really sure what’s around the corner or in each room. The perfect location
for this very spooky tale. | found it incredibly creepy. It does make for very taut, tense viewing.”

“Sam takes on a caring role in the safe house for Dani, whose mother has been abducted and is
missing. It’s more a big sisterly role for Sam.She doesn’t want to get too close but is quite good at
guiding Dani. Putting a protective arm over her. Recognising Dani is troubled and vulnerable with
otherissuesin herlife. It was great working with Sacha. She’s a fantastic actressand very
emotionallyavailable. It's a lovely partnership between the two women.”

“We didn’t find out who the killer was until wegot the final script. We had our suspicions but we
didn’t know. That’s both the brilliance and the terrifying nature of starting filming when you’re not
sure what exactlyis goingto happen at the end. It was exciting. It really keeps you on your toes.
The reveal was unexpected for me. So | hope everyone else will be left wonderingas well.”
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Q&A with Zoé Tapper continued:

“There is so much going onin a production like Safe House in terms of the shots, the location,
telling the story and making sure it hasall the twistsand turns that make it so compelling. The
brilliance of Marc is he remains calm at all times with a very level head.

“That generates an atmosphere on set that filters down to everybody. Despite having time
constraints and lots of night shoots, having Marc at the helm wasfantastic. He had a very clear
idea of how he was going to shoot everything. | really enjoyed working with him. Marcis a master
of what he does.”

“Elizabeth Ellroy, is someone from Tom'’s past.Sam s very much his present and Elizabeth his past.
With some real twistsand turns. We have a great scene where the two characters are having a
heated debate. It was great to get the chance to work with Dervla.”

“Sam has to access classified files on a police computerwhen an officer steps out of his office to
make a cup of tea. That’s my worst nightmare. | genuinely got quite nervous filming that. There
was a real sense of being against the clock. We filmed it all in realtime with procedures| had to
type in to the computer on camera. It was very tense and | could feel my heart beating. Safe
House is full of moments like that, makingit a really exciting watch.”

“My husband’s family are Swiss and they have a beautiful chalet in the mountains of Switzerland.
It's been intheir family for generations. A very simple house overlooking a beautiful valley. It feels
like going into a time warp. You can’t use your mobile phone, there’s no television. Just the
landscape and fresh air. It’s a really beautiful place. | love it there and | always feel very safe. It's a
very peaceful place for me. I'd choose that.”

“I’'m so lucky to do this job and am reminded of that allthe time. What I've found as I've got older
is being lucky to have the balance of doing something | love and being at homeas well. Safe
House came after I'd had quite a long period of time off work with my children. Everyone findsit
hard to balance those two responsibilities. But it’s wonderful to go into something where every
dayyou are doing something different, meeting new people, gettingto tell brilliant stories.
Absolutely engaging with what you’re doing using your brain and heart. | just love it so much.

“I can’timagine doing anything else. It fulfills me. | love being on set and with the people involved

inthis business. Such an extraordinary mix of talent both in front of the cameraand behind. Itis a
real buzzand | hope | gettodoitfora long timetocome.”
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Cast interviews

Q&A with Sunetra Sarker - DCI Jane Burr

Q: What attracted you to Safe House?

“What drew me to Safe House wasthe scripts. Having worked on Casualtyin one role for solong it
was different to read a four-part stand-alonestory. | read the first five pages and felt goosebumps
on myarms. It was likea book where you know within the first few pagesthis is goingto be good.

“I started reading the script at night and didn’t know if | could read it to the end. | didn’t know if |
wanted to be alone reading the script because | felta chilling thrill. | don’t do ghost stories, | don't
watch horror films, but with thrillers like this there is something else about the suspense and the
unknown. It makes me jump but I'm OK withiit.

“Ittakes a lotintelevision todaytotry and grab an audience very quickly without shocking them
too much. It’s getting harder and harder. And the opening to Safe House really held me. It did make
me feel like this could really happen. A realistic nightmare. But atthe sametimeit wasan unusual
story, which makes you feel curious. A really good combination of thrilling, curiosity and ambiguity.

“I can’t liken this to anything else I've seen on TV recently. In terms of it being about trying to trace

a serial killer, especially one whose motivation is so warped. That’s a very interesting angle. It just
makes you feel uncomfortable. But we wantto know what'’s going on behind closed doors.”



Q&A with Sunetra Sarker continued:

“l enjoyed Jane’s seriousness, her professionalism, the fact she isa womanina man’sworld and
totallyincharge. Jane is a Scouser, a woman who we maybedon’t see regularly enough on screen
at the DCl level.

“Jane is caught between talking to former detective Tom Brook (Stephen Moyer), whose wealth of
knowledge could help the investigation, and the red tape of policing. She uses her genuine instinct
but is torn between Tom telling her one thing and the police rules telling her another. Her colleague
DI Olly Vedder (Gary Cargill) hates Tom. It was good fun working with Stephen and Gary. Two really
strong men.

“Every case must bring out a different detective in each police officer. Because | played a doctor for
somany years | think | can say that. Different reactions come from different experiences.I’ve
brought years of experience to this role. | was joking with someone recently, saying sincebeing in
Casualtyl only playroles beginning with a ‘d’ - as in doctor, detective and a dinner lady in Ackley
Bridge.”

“I'have on anITV drama in 2007 called Mobile. | played DI Lorraine Conil. Shewasa great cop all
the way up until the very end when you found out what the twist was. So | have played a more
junior version of a detective way back.”

“No, not at all. We had to wait until we got the script for the final episode. | didn’t know who had
done it until then. | was walkingaround going, ‘Is it you? Is it me?Isitthem? I didn’t get it right.
There was a lot of care and collaboration to make thisstory as gripping as possible.”

“We filmed in Liverpool, Manchester and Anglesey. | got to see my mum and dad and take my son
Noah with me. Fora working mum, especially an actress, a lot of the jobs are all around the
country. Because I've got family in Liverpool and filming was around some of the summer holidays |
could take Noah along with me and see my mum and dad on my days off.

“It also meant seeing Liverpool in a working light again. Since Brookside | hadn’t really been back to
Liverpool for work. | did an episode of Puppy Love over onthe Wirral but that wasa one-offand a
bit different.  hadn’t seen Liverpool as a working environmentfor a long time. There is so much
going onthere.

“The locations in Liverpool werebrilliant. There’s so much new stuff been built since | last worked

there, it was great. | loved workingin Liverpool and I'm really glad the production saw the benefits
of the city.”

b



Q&A with Sunetra Sarker continued:

“I would work with Marc every day if | could. He showed me a type of director | didn’t know existed.
He was sointerested in collaboration and really listened. So he then computes any problems you
might be having and gives you great alternatives. He also makes you feel comfortable with
uncomfortable stuff.

“Marcis so modest and self-deprecating. He givesall the credit to everyone around him. By making
the actors and the crew feel they have been heard and are part of the piece, we all gave a lot more. It
really energised me. | was braver than | would have been. He really was exceptional.”

“I filmed Broadchurch, Who Do You Think You Are?, Death In Paradise, Ackley Bridgeand Safe House
inthe year after leaving Casualty. Interms of the dramas, what’s really lovely is for people to believe
inme as an actor outside of Casualty. That’s a huge compliment. | don’t think | could have planned it
better.

“I'was in Casualtyforalong time and I’'mvery loyal to the series and very grateful to Casualty for
everything it gave me. But there wasa moment wherel knew | was comfortable and used to playing
the same character dayinand day out.

“It was seeing shows such as Broadchurch and the original Safe House which made me feel I'd like to
see what was out there. I didn’t know they were goingto be making another Broadchurch or Safe
House. In my head | thought if | could do a couple of guest roles here and there, a littleradioand
theatre, I'd be happy. The variety is what I’'m so excited about.”

“I'hadjust filmed it before Safe House so | had all this historical knowledgein my head. When you
find out what | found out about myfamily history, the fact they were so strong-minded with
connections to Gandhi, women'’s rights and so on, they tried to do a lot of right things - getting that
sort of validation does give you a slight shield to feel you have the right to be braver, more
courageous and speak up when you feel you should.

“If you met the Sunetra aged 19 compared to the age 42 version, there’s a lot of bravery that comes
through the years of experience. Especially because I’'m lucky enough to have worked regularly a lot
inmy career.

“They say the more hours you put into something the more you do get to know what your artis. And
| think making a show like Who Do You Think You Are?, finding out that | come from people who
believe strongly and tried to stand up rather than shirk away, I’'m more up for trying new things.

“Safe House got me first. | thought | would be a stiller, calmer, less of a happy person in this role than
maybe the way some people might havethought | would playit. | chose that because | feltlwasina
strong place. | feel like I’'ve got a lot of invisible support from ancestors who are all cheering on the
sidelines.”

b



Q&A with Sunetra Sarker continued:

“It really taps into a part of me that | feel excited and passionate about. Doing a job I’'m lucky enough
todo. Ajob I fell into without realisingit was goingto become my career. | am constantly surprised at
how much | want to explore differentcharacteristics.

“I’'m excited by good writing. Thisjob is an avenue for me to experience different highs and lows. I'm
very fortunate that | get the chance to tap into different colours of my own personality. Not every job
allows you to do that. | can be more expressive. | thinkit’s made mea better person.”

“My safe house would be somewhere in Italy. Possibly by one of the lakes. There’s an energyand a
spiritinthat part of the world. | feel really safethere and very happy and content. So my safe house
would be a beautiful cottage overlooking the lakesin Italy.”

“If you said the words ‘safe house’ to different people, they would have different interpretations of
what it means. But | think we all know there isan element of danger for any one having toneed a
safe house. A safe house can comein lots of differentguises depending on the circumstances

“We had such a wonderful cast.l was excited to sit around a tableand look around at the standard of
actors | was working with. | hadn’t worked withany of them beforeand they were such a nice bunch
of people. The cast made me feel brave. It was the most grown up job I’'ve done in a long time.
Meaty, thought-provoking work. It was great to be part of that team.”

“The whole point of me taking a break from Casualty and leaving the show was to getbalancebackin
my life. Instead of doing 48 weeks a year working, | want to do 50-50. So I’'m planning on trying to
spend some time at home to be around my family and life that I've missed. We’ll just have to see if
that plan works out!”



Cast Interviews

Q&A with Ashley Walters - John Channing

Q: What attracted you to Safe House?

“When | get a script like this I’'m trying to go against what people expect me to do and the characters
they expect me to play. I've played some dark characters. Some troubled people. So it was niceto
play someone who seems to be the good guy. At heart, genuinely trying to do the right thing.”

Q: Whois John Channing?
“When we first meet him he is marking the firstyear anniversary with his partner Julie (Lynsey
McLaren) and her daughter Dani (Sacha Parkinson). John is quite a successfulmanand hasmadea

definite decisionin his life to have a family and all of the thingsa family brings. But nothing goesto
plan.

Q: He experiences a nightmare event. What happens?

“As a man he has to watch as his family is attacked and partner abducted. He wants to protect them
butis helpless. Itis a nightmare. ’'m married and a father and | can’t imagine going through what
Channing goes through. It’s crazy.

“Itis very disturbing. You don’t imagine there are people like thisout there. But the fact is thereare
people who do this sort of thing. It’s scary. It was pretty intense when we were filming.



Cast interviews

Q&A with Ashley Walters continued:

“John has this huge guilt because he was unable to do anything to stop it. Moving forward you have
to accept what has happened. That’s really hard for John. He always feels he could have done better.
He could have done more. Which leads to the mistakes he makesin trying to protect his family.

“The pace of the police work for someone in that position with no patience is frustrating. So he feels
he has to act. He makes decisions | think we can allrelate to.”

Q: John says he is not good at doing nothing. Does the same apply toyou?

“You’ve caught me at the wrong timefor that because at the moment I’'m up very early exercising
every day for the last few weeks. Tryingtoinspire people aswellon my Instagram to get themto do
the same. I've very much at the moment about making things happen.

“l also have a big family and have to make sure | juggle things well. My addiction is work, producing
and making things happenin life. But it’s also my children and family and you have to balance your
time.”

Q: Tell us about the location used for the safe house in Anglesey?

“It was anamazing house. The only thing | can compare it tois something similar to the house in The
Addams Family. It givesyou that eerie, scary feeling.

“There were times where there wasn’ta lot of crew inside the house. We’d be filming small, intimate
scenes and the house would be quiet. That’s when you would hear a lot of house noises, creaking
and stuff like that. On late nights filmingit was quite scary.”

Q: Was it a bonding experience for the cast?

“It was. We all clicked together as a cast. Working with Stephen Moyer, who plays Tom, was great. |
learned a lot from him. He'’s a seasoned actor who hasdone so much in his career. | got a lot of tips
from him throughout filming.

“Sacha Parkinson as Dani was so cool. A brilliant performer. I’'m very happy to be consistently
surrounded by people that are really good at their craft.”

Q: Does Julie’s daughter Dani feel resentment towards John?

“It’s a difficult situation. Dani’s mother has been taken and Dani is left with John. They are not blood
related and her mother was the reason why they knew each other in the first place. She wasthe

person holding all three together. Now she’sa missinglink and that creates tension.

“Both Dani and John are basically good people. In a way they are quite loyal to each other, regardless
of everything else.”



Cast interviews

Q&A with Ashley Walters continued:

Q: How does John react to being told what to do by ex-police officer Tom, played by Stephen
Moyer?

“John takes it quite well considering. There are moments when you feel there could be a real conflict
between them. But they have a mutual respect. This whole thing is a big journey for Johnand he is
still learning. He looks up to Tom and does take some advice, even though he is hard-headed withit.”

Q: If you could choose a ‘safe house’ anywhere in the world, where would it be?

“Where would | feel most content? I'd have to sayin London. | love London. | hate going away. The
minute I’'m taken out of my comfort zonel get really funny about it. But if | had to make a choice of
another place, somewhere I've always said I'd like to live is Toronto in Canada. | had an amazingtime
there. It’s close to what I've got in London but slightly safer and cleaner.”

Q: Canyou sum up what you get out of doing the work you do?
“I love what we as actors and drama producers produce and how other people reacttoit. | feel the
energy and purpose of what | dowhen | meet people who have watched my work or were inspired by

something init. Just as | wasinspired by other people.

“I do appreciate the fact I've had that opportunity to be there, to also inspire other people and to
help create the scene.

“If you look at things happening now, the movies comingout, there are writersand young black
directors that have beeninspired by what’s been happening before. That’s the main purpose, really.”

Q: How do you reflect onyour Safe House experience?
“It has some amazingactors, which is always a great reason to watch something. The story is really

intriguing. There areso many twistsand turns. People will be on their toes. There’ssome really scary
moments.”



Cast Interviews

Q&A with Jason Watkins - Simon Duke

Q: What drew you to Safe House?

“I liked the first series and | very much like the director Marc Evans. The writingand story were good.
Simon Duke’s wife has been murdered several years before. You discover whathas happened at the
outset of the story through the eyes of his son Liam, played by Joel MacCormack. It’s very disturbing.

“I'liked playing this damaged person who has been through traumain his life over a long period of
time and s struggling, asa single parent, with the care of Liam,who is having his own problems as a
result of what happened tothem. Simon has to try and move on, get on with his life.

“Despite what has happened he’s tryingto get his son a job. But, of course, he is aware of what Liam
has been through. They are great scenes to play. Simon can’tbe too hard on his son because of what
has happened.

“Both characters are struggling with the loss and are not dealing with it very well. Then another
woman is abducted in similar circumstances and there are fears Simon might also be in danger.

“Joel was excellent asmy son. It was really great to work with him. A young actor starting out. That
was a joy. Along with working with the whole team. It was a very focused job.”



Cast interviews

Q&A with Jason Watkins continued:

Q: Simonis reunited with former detective Tom Brook, played by Stephen Moyer. Had you worked
with him before?

“I hadn’t worked with Stephen Moyer before but we did know each other. Stephen and | are similar
ages and we bumped into each other in Soho in the 90s doing plays and things. Then | bumped into
him inthe gym just before he went off and did True Blood in America.

“We hit it off really well and kept tabs on each other after he shot off to the States. It wasreally nice
tofinally workwith him. He’s such a great guy and a proper leading actor. He encouraged everybody
and was very active and committed in the making of it. A nice person to have in the centre of your
job.

“We were also, of course, two old vampires togetherand did a little something about that on Twitter,
with Stephen having been a vampire in True Blood and me in Being Human.”

Q: Simon says Tom is good at ‘manly pursuits’ andis very capable. How are your ‘manly’ DIY skills?

“l used to be a bit more hands onin terms of painting and decorating. Butmy wife said it took such a
long time, | used to take forever doing it. It would take days to paint a bathroom because | worked
really slowly. But | do try. Although with work | don’t seem to have enough time to do manly pursuits.
| docycle. | get on myroad bike every morning. Is that manly?

“l can understand Simon feeling slightly threatened by Tom’s alpha male and the fact he is so capable
at doing things. Perhaps I like to think | am like that. But I’'m actually not.”

Q: Were you able to bring any real life skills to the role of professional photographer Simon?

“I love photography and have a couple of cameras myself. In Simon’s world, he would like to take
pictures of landscapes, people and be a proper photographer. Butlike a lot of people you have to
earna living. So he’s taking photos of people getting married. They are all happy and everythingis
great. Whichis good writing because it contrasts with hisown life. He’s not really engaged withit.
Simonis trying to be happy but is just going through the motions. It’s rather joyless for him.”

Q: Simon’s house is very distinctive. Was the interior a set orin a real house?

“It was a real house but they did lots of magic withit. An avocado green coloured seventies’ house.
Very distinctive. It was shot so brilliantly by our director of photography Baz Irvine. He did some great
work. It shows Simon hasn’t moved on. It’s almost like he’s living in his parents’ house. He’s a little
stuck and trapped.”

Q: You alsofilmed scenes at the ‘safe house’ in Anglesey. Tell us about that?
“Anglesey has a particular atmosphere toit. There was one fantastic day where you could see the
coast of Ireland. | think it only happens on certain days in the year and in certain weather conditions.

It was anincredible view. It happened on the day my character was out taking photographs of that
area with scenes in and around the beach.



Cast interviews

Q&A with Jason Watkins continued:

“It’s a strangely magical place.You feel you're at the end of the country, as it were. And the house we
used for the safe house is on a headland. Soin some of the rooms you can look out to the sea on
three sides of the room. It was a very striking house in an amazinglocation.”

Q: During filming you tweeted about passing through Rhyl and training there with the Wrexham
Youth Team as a youngster. Did you have ambitions to be a footballer?

“I was quite good at football when | was about 16 or 17. One of the teachers at our school in
Hounslow, west London was from the North Walesarea. Sowe had an exchange visit where our
Hounslow borough went over to play Wrexham area boys and they also came to London.

“While we were at the Wrexham end of it we played against the Wrexham area. Mark Hughes - who
went on to play for Manchester United and Walesand is now the Stoke manager - was playing for
Wrexham areaand | was playing for Hounslow. It was one of those mad games that finished
something like 7-4. He scored about five.l scored about three. Then they asked me to come and train
with them.

“So a couple of months later me and another lad from our team went training with Wrexham. Part of
the training was running up the sand dunes in Rhyl, which was hard work. | went back again the
following year. But after that they didn’t ask me back. My dream wasover. | played semi-pro for a bit
after thatin London. | suppose | wasn’t quite good enough in the end.”

Q: Was the Safe House shoot a busy time for you?

“My filming on Safe House overlapped on a couple of jobs. My resolution is to try and do less and fit
less jobs together.

“Safe House has a lot of appeal with a great format. A single story but with a history to it going back.
There is so much good, tight, intriguing drama about at the moment. And ITV has always excelled at
crime dramas.”

Q: Would you say you are now coming into your prime as an actor?

“I'was lucky because Roger Michell, the director of The Lost Honour of Christopher Jefferiesin 2014,
really wanted me to play the part. I'd done lots of work with ITV before. But that really sent me on my
way. And I’'m lucky | won that award (BAFTATV Award for Best Actor) at a timewhen there isso much
good drama about. It’s a golden age of television. It’s a good time to be in television. And Safe House
is another example of that.”



Cast interviews

Q&A with Jason Watkins continued:

Q: Did turning 50 in 2016 make any difference to your acting outlook?

“I found the day a bit difficult. | know it sounds a bit weird for an actor but | didn’t like the attention. |
should have really gone for it and had a massive ‘do’ with everybody I'd ever worked with. It was
great but | wasn’t crazy about havingall thatattention.

“However, | do quite like being in my 50s. One thing about it is you think, ‘Well this is menow. This is
roughlyit. | think you can spend a lot of your life, quite rightly, thinking, ‘I can be a better person and
do things differently’ Striving to be better. And maybe I'm a bit like that anyway. My work has got to
be betterand all that.

“But really when you get to your 50s you think, ‘OK, here we are. I've got a beautiful family and this is
me now. | just have to try and be a bit more gentle with myself. | rather like that. To realistically view
one’s successes and failures and justbe a bit kinder to yourself.”

Q: Aside from home, if you could have a ‘safe house’ anywhere in the world, where would it be?

“It would be lovely to have a little place out in the countryside that we could escape to. In Suffolk or
somewhere like that. And in terms of a fantasy house, I've just been working with Terry Gilliam on
The Man Who Killed Don Quixote in Spain and Portugal. So having a big villa in the middle of Majorca
would be pretty nice. Near a beach.”

Q: How do youreflect on your Safe House experience?

“Viewers may not often realise how crews often work very long days. While actorsturn up and do
scenes every now and againinthe middle of it. Thereare very early starts, getting up sometimes at
5:30am with lots of days, one after another, moving around from location to location and from city to
city.

“Soit’s so nice where the whole crew really cares about the project, everybody appreciates everyone
else’s work and you’re all moving together to make something you are really proud of and that
people will like to watch.

“That’s one of the privileges of working in thisfield. It’s a collaborative thing. When you get a good
group of people and a lovely script, as on Safe House, it’s a very special thing.”



Cast Interviews

Q&A with Sacha Parkinson - Dani Delaney

Q: What attracted you to Safe House?

“I'really enjoyed the first series of Safe House. So when a role in this second seriescameup, it wasn’t
even a question of whether I'd do it or not. | loved the story. And the director Marc Evans is great. | love
thrillers, crime stories, psychological dramas and everything like that.

“Reading the scripts, | love nothing more than when something makes you jump and catch your breath.
That feeling you get. | didn’t get any warningsigns at allwhen | was reading Safe House. So when things
came atmeinascene | was just asshocked as an audience member would be. That’s a really good sign.”

Q: Who is Dani and what happens to her?

“When we’re first introduced to Dani you can see how close a relationship she has with her mother Julie
(Lynsey McLaren). They could even be mistaken as sisters. That’s how close they are.

“You canalso see Dani’s dislike of her mother’s boyfriend John Channing (Ashley Walters) because of how
different she is towards him. In some waysit’s a protective thing about her mother and in other waysshe
canbe seen as a typical teenager whois nolonger the focus of her mother’s attention and feels pushed
out.



Cast interviews
Q&A with Sacha Parkinson continued:

“Her motheris abducted in a nightmare crime and Dani isthen forced to live in this confined
environment in and around the safe house with people she doesn’t necessarily like or trust. Especially
John. With no contact to the outside world.

“It’s a really strained situation for her to be in. It’s quite sad because she is still really young and
worried about what has happened to her mother. It’s a bit of a rollercoaster for her.

“Daniis feeling numb and devastated after her mother has been taken. It’s almostas if it’s not real.
She has seen her motherinterrible danger and telling her to run away. But she carries thatguilt
about whether she could have done more.

“Could she have stopped it? She knows deep down there is nothing anyone could have done. Dani is
traumatised by what has happened.”

Q: What was it like filming at the safe house location?

“It was anamazinglocation in Anglesey. I've never seen anything quite so beautiful. But the house
was alsoscaryat the same time. Like a mazewith dozens of bedrooms. All on its own on a headland.
With so much historytoit.

“The house really did set the tone for the drama because of how beautiful, eerie and veryisolated it
was. You didn’t have to pretend about just being a small dot in this environment because you really
did feel like that.

“There was definitely one room with a strange feeling. Stephen Moyer, who plays Tom, had felt it
earlier. He didn’t say anything but wanted to see if anybody else felt the same thing. Sowe walked in
and| said, ‘I feel like someone is sitting on my chest.” Apparently that room is haunted by a young
boy’s spirit. So that was really strange.

“I’'m a bit of a wuss anyway so | only allowed myself to go into certain rooms. One of the roomson
one of the floors was used as a dressingroom and a bit of a Green Room. And if you were waitingin
there, having a bit of space to look at your lines, and the others were shooting, say, in the kitchen, so
no-one was around, it was really creaky. So | would just try and stay as closeto other people as
possible. Especially at night”

Q: Was it a bonding experience for the cast?

“It was a bonding experience for the cast who were filmingin Anglesey. It’s so beautiful but the
locationis also remote. Ashley had shot somethingthere beforeso he knew all the little placesto go
to. He’s such a nice guyand made it so much easier on set. The whole castwere lovely and so easy

going.”

[
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Cast interviews
Q&A with Sacha Parkinson continued:

Q: Dani has to cut herself off from the outside world and do without her mobile phone and
computer. How would you cope?

“Ithink | would struggle. I'd like to think after maybe a week the withdrawal would go and | would be
able to cope. But your whole life is on there. Especially for someonelike Dani, who is a teenager.
That’s mostly the way people communicate atthat age. I’'m really bad. | annoyingly spend my free
days sometimes just constantly refreshing Twitter and Instagram. | try and give myself days off. But |
only lastsolong.

“I’'m actually quite a lazy person. | can quite happily spend days hibernating. But that’s through
choice. If | was forced to do that | think it would be a different story. I'd find that hard. It reallyis hard
tojust sit with your own thoughts, as Dani has to.”

Q: Dani is underwater in a bath in one scene. How was that to film?

“Iwas satina reallywarmbath, so | couldn’t complain. Dani isimmersed under water and then hears
something that makes her come to the surface. It’s really eerie. There’s nothing more vulnerable than
someone in a bath, completely exposed, not knowing what’s going on in that room.

“I'was all right being under the water. At least for the number of times wefilmed it in the first hour.
But you can’t hold your nose. So after a while it was difficult to say my lines when | came up for air.
Butit was funtodo.”

Q: If you could live ina ‘safe house’ anywhere in the world, apart from where you live now, where
would you choose?

“I love Paris. It's myfavourite place. So probably there. First because it’s so beautiful and secondly
because | could eat croissants every single day.”

Q: You obviously love the job you do. What do you get from being an actor?

“It's indescribable the feeling you have when you get a job and the whole process of doing it. It’s just
so exciting. There’s so much to investigate about the world and the people init. No other job allows
you to stepinto someone else’s life, into that role, for a short time.

“That’s whylam an actor because | wantto be so many different types of people and have so many
different personality traits. | literally change from one day to the next and my job allows me todo
that and understand that person. And then put it to bed. | then feel so satisfied, knowing I’'ve done
thatand | can move forward.

“| get excited when | read scripts, espedally when the characteris so far removed fromyou. It’s

exciting to act out these characters. There’s nothing quite like being able to be somebody else. And
you never know what’s around the next corner. It’s so unpredictable.”



Synopsis
Episode one

When ex-police officer Tom (Stephen Moyer) hears news of the abduction of Julie Delaney (Lynsey
McLaren) he leaves his partner Sam (Zoé Tapper) and their beautiful coastalhome and heads straight
tothe crime scene.

After a frosty reception from DI Vedder (Gary Cargill) Tom sees DCl Jane Burr (SunetraSarker) and
tries to convince her that the Crow, a notorious killer, is back and that John Channing (Ashley Walters)
the partner of the missing womanis in danger.

Jane shuts this down—the Crow is in jail and Tom put him there in 2008. Tom, however, believes the
maninjail - James Griffin (Stephen Lord) - was just a discipleand that the real Crow is still out there.

Tom is vindicated when Julieis used as bait to lure Julie’s partner John Channingto a remote place.
Julie’s daughter Dani (Sacha Parkinson) and John are moved into the safe house whichTom and Sam
run as a business.

Meanwhile, Liam Duke (Joel MacCormack) returns home from Manchester. His father Simon (Jason

Watkins) is concerned by the timing of the arrivaland by Liam’s erraticbehaviour. Could Liam’s retum
and the re-emergence of the Crow be linked?
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If you are to use any material from the Safe House production notes, please include a credit for
the drama.





